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The 

 

Life Together in the Garber UM Church - Musings on Purpose 
 

Garber United Methodist Church exists as a community of believers in Jesus Christ whose mission is to make disciples of    

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Therefore, we seek intentionally to evangelize, to instruct, and to form  

persons that all may become complete in Christ. (Colossians 1:28) We seek fully to incorporate persons into the Church, that 

being nurtured in their discipleship, they may serve Christ according to his call upon us.  I offer such a statement not because a 

committee of the church met for hours to establish it, but because it is given to us by Jesus Christ as he commissioned his     

followers to continue his ministry (Matthew 28:16-20) and by our United Methodist Church in the Book of Discipline. 
 

As a Church, the Lord has called us to this time and place; he has appointed us our work; and he empowers us with his gracious 

Holy Spirit.  Ours is the responsibility as disciples to apply this Commission to the life, work, and service of the Garber United    

Methodist Church.  Doing so, I would offer some objectives for our service together: 
 

1. I envision everyone within the influence of our church receiving an invitation to trust Jesus Christ as Savior 

and Lord; to walk on a path of discipleship and thus becoming more like Jesus Christ. 
 

2. I envision a congregation motivated to be a missional community in which decisions are made not by asking 

what will please the people, nor what will give a good appearance, nor what will keep the seats full.            

Decisions are made by asking what will please God as we intentionally seek to make disciples. 
 

3. I envision an invitational people and a welcoming congregation.  Hospitality does not merely give a gift of 

welcome to the stranger.  Christian hospitality sees the stranger as a gift to be welcomed and cherished. 
 

4. I envision relationships as the primary means for becoming complete in Christ. 
 

5. I envision a church that is confident with the Good News of Jesus Christ and is surrendered to God’s          

authority expressed in Holy Scripture. 
 

6. I envision a church that is multi-generational in its worship, its relationships, and its programs. 
 

7. I envision a church seeking intentionally to love one another and to care for one another. 
 

8. I envision a church in which each one is becoming complete in Christ, becoming everything God purposes for 

him or her. 
 

9. I envision a church in which each serves Christ in identifiable ministry befitting God’s call and his/her    

spiritual gifts and talents. 
 

10. I envision a church that is safe for children, youth, and vulnerable adults. 
 

11. I envision a church whose staff enables the ministry of the laity. 
 

12. I envision a church whose decision-making measures the possibilities with strategic questions and is willing 

to risk and sacrifice for the Kingdom of God. 
 

13. I envision a church that is wise and faithful as a steward of the Gospel and of the resources that enable and 

facilitate the mission of making disciples.   
 

I share these thoughts in the hopes of further conversation.  When we are intentional in describing and ordering our life       

together, we can be, and we can become all that God seeks for us to be as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

Blessings, David 
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Check out our new acquisitions in your library--some inspirational, some fiction, some self-help, some    
devotional--all worth reading.  Your library is on the third floor of the Ministry Center Building.  Bring      
children and/or grandchildren and let them enjoy our collection of children's books.  Coleen Brock 

Mosaic News 

(MOtivated Seniors Active in Christ!) 

Can you believe that Easter has come and gone! Time is fleeting, and our MOSAIC seniors have been 
very active. Our trip to Bath was a “hit”, with 23 participants touring historic sites and enjoying a  
delicious lunch at “Down on Main Street” in Washington, NC. Approximately 35 folks attended the   
final MOSAIC luncheon on April 28th to hear Mary Lou Infinito talk about her time with Mother 
Theresa. We are now looking forward to our May culminating activity. 

  

May 20th - Mark you calendars and sign up today for a FUN culminating event at 
Camp Don Lee! Canoeing, sailing, fishing, swimming, and a variety of games such as 
archery, corn hole, horse shoes, ladder ball, etc will be available. We will enjoy a  
devotional time and delicious lunch prepared by the staff at the camp. If you just 
want to rest and relax by the water and be surrounded by a beautiful view and 
Christian friends, this may be just the event you want to participate in with us. We hope to have a 
large group sign up. The cost for the trip is $18.00 for those riding the bus and $15.00 if you choose 
to drive your own car. A non-refundable deposit of $10.00 is now due with the remainder due on/
before May 20th. 

I hear that the group had a very enjoyable day last year, and we are looking forward to another one 
this year. 
 

RSVP to Sue Webb, swebb@garberumc.com or call the church office 637-4022 

Matthew’s Minute 
 

Our next ACCESS membership class will be Sunday, May 4 from 4-7 p.m. in Room 222 
of the Ministry Center (second floor).  Childcare and dinner are provided.  This is an 
excellent opportunity to learn more about the mission and ministry of Garber Church.  
Attendance does not commit you to membership.  If you have any questions about   

ACCESS or wish to attend, please email Pastor Matthew Atha:  matha@garberumc.com 

Welcome new member! 

Garber welcomes Gretchen Wilson as a new member.  Gretchen works as the Child Nutrition Director for 
Craven County Schools.  She enjoys swimming, reading books, visiting the beach, and supporting the East 
Carolina Pirates.  Gretchen has one son, Gabriel, who is seven years old.  They live at 1863 Brices Creek 
Rd.  Email:  gecualum39@gmail.com 
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Is your passion gardening? Do you like working outdoors? Our spring work 

days have created many opportunities for you to serve the Lord in the form of a 

gardening ministry.  Fresh plants adorn the front of the sanctuary and entrance 

ways to the Ministry Center with a need for immediate care.  Daily watering is 

the top priority as we make our way into summer.  Weeds are always popping up, and it would 

be easy to grab them on a regular basis.  Annual flowers in the beds would make the summer 

months especially beautiful.  I’m looking for those special some ones who will work together to 

love and care for every blossom and branch - to maintain what has been started and continue 

the vision for the grounds. What a wonderful opportunity to grow together in fellowship, grow 

spiritually, as well as grow a gardening ministry for the church. 
 

If you are interested in dedicating a couple of hours each week for this ministry, please contact 

Patti Smith at the church office 637-4022 or email psmith@garberumc.com 

RCS Presents - Faith through Song 
 

An Evening of song to benefit RCS. 
 

Thursday, May 15  7:00pm - 8:30pm 
(doors open at 6:00pm) 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
 

Tickets— $10 in advance.  A monetary donation 
for RCS will be collected during the event 

 

Music provided by:  Centenary UMC, Christ 
Church, First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, Garber UMC, St. Paul Catholic Church 

and Temple Baptist Church 
 

Tickets may be purchased in the church office or 
through Sara King on Sunday mornings 
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Reluctance - what a difficult thing that is.  I looked it up in the dictionary, and its description 

was being “unwilling”.  I don’t like to think of myself as unwilling, and yet I have a story to 

tell.  A few months ago, I was asked if I would accept the position of Continuing Education 

Coordinator with the Stephen Ministry Group.  I was flattered by their confidence in me, but after much prayer and 

many discussions with friends, I decided to turn the invitation down.  It seemed simple enough, but what I was not 

prepared for was the angst “saying no” would bring.  I thought I was making the right decision, but God had other 

ideas. It was all I could think about.  It stirred in my brain constantly, and yet I still held on to the idea that I simply 

was not the right person for the job.  One night as I was getting ready for bed, I remembered the words I heard the 

first night of Stephen Ministry training, “God does not always call the qualified, but He qualifies those He calls”.  I 

knew in that moment that I was the right person for the job, and that what kept me from stepping up was fear.  My 

feeling suddenly changed from no, no, no to excitement and joy.  I was filled with such peace.  I felt such elation 

when I accepted the position the next day. 
 

I love this new opportunity in my life, and all I did was step aside and allow God to work through me.  God opens 

doors when we open our hearts to Him.  There is such a comfort in that; help is always there.  For me it came 

through surrender. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plan I have for you”  declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future”. 
 

Christy DelMastro 

Attention ALL Garber Women! 
 (Anyone can participate - you don’t have to have attended any MOSAIC event)  

Call today to sign up for the  

Annual Women’s Retreat  
September 8th,9th, and 10th 2014 at the Trinity Center in  

Pine Knoll Shores, NC.  
Come join us for two nights, three days of Christian fellowship and enlightenment about 

 God’s plan for love and joy in our lives. 

 Also enjoy rest/relaxation at a beautiful beach location.  

All meals are included. 

Retreat Leader/speaker: Catherine Ritch Guess,  

author, composer, and missionary.  

Cost will be $150.00 per person 

Double Room Occupancy  

(Other options available upon request) 

A Deposit of $50.00 is due by June 31, 2014.  

(Inquire about available Scholarships)  

 Interested individuals may contact Sue Webb at 637-4022 or  

swebb@garberumc.com for more information. 
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 Kingswood notes. . . 

Kingswood is almost over for this year!  MANY THANKS to the volunteers who 

make Kingswood a part of their lives every week!  Here is what a few of them 

said about why they are part of our Kingswood family! 
 

Amy Stroud: I LOVE our Kingswood program!! I think it is the most important thing our 

church is involved in.  I so enjoy working with the children, and it is such a joy to see the 

unselfish love and care given.  
 

Joan Morris:  My Kingswood kid, Makyah, brightens up my whole week! Her              

enthusiasm, spirit and the warmth she shows me when we’re together are priceless. I 

never tire of seeing God’s work in my life through my exposure to children like Makyah! 
 

Bridget Cella:  I feel blessed to be a part of the Kingswood program. I love children and 

teaching, so tutoring at Kingswood is a continual source of joy.  Many thanks to Ruth and 

Garber Church for their vision and support for this program!  
 

Gail Gardner:  I started as a Kingswood tutor/mentor many years ago when the program was new. As a teacher, I knew 

that it would be a good thing for the student and for the family. David joined a few years later as he realized he could be        

involved even though he was not in education.  We continue because it is a blessing to work with these children. They are     

getting help with multiplication tables, spelling quizzes, reading comprehension....the list goes on.  But they are learning about 

God and His love for them, about how to interact with their peers and the adults in their lives, and about how we care for each 

other. This is the blessing.  
 

Pat Moser:  Tutoring children is a pleasure. To help a child experience that moment of understanding is special - not only for 

the child but also for the tutor.  Also, they keep us young!  
 

Frances Hamilton:  After retiring, I was so excited to help Ruth by becoming a volunteer in the Kingswood Program.  It has 

been such a blessing to me. I am so thankful that these students are given the opportunity to learn not only homework, but 

about our Savior, and that they can invite Him into their lives on a personal level.  It is my daily prayer that each student I have 

worked with carry the things they have learned about discipline, guidelines, and Jesus into their future after they leave the 

Kingswood program.  I am so thankful that Garber Church faithfully supports this ministry!   

 

$15 will pack one BACKPACK 

with school supplies for a child at the Trinity School at Jacmel, 

Haiti.  We have 120 to pack! 

How many backpacks can you pack? 

Please make checks out to Garber, memo “backpacks” and drop by church office.  

Deadline:  May 9 

Slaves of a Better Freedom:  Romans and the Reign of Grace 
 

The world promises freedom, and it enslaves us.  Christ calls us to slavery, and he sets us free.  Such is the    
paradox.  The world baits us and switches.  Jesus is unambiguous in his call for us to surrender, to follow, and to 
live in newness of life.  The Bible describes the impact of Easter upon us as a life in the reign of grace.  We are 
described as slaves who are free. (Romans 6:22)  United with Christ in his death and resurrection through       
baptism, there has been a change of jurisdiction.  Sin is no longer the master and tyrant over us.  We live under 
the rule of grace. (Romans 6:14)  We share Christ’s resurrection life.  We are dead to sin and alive to God in      
Jesus Christ.  (Romans 6:11) 
 

Our worship services in this season after Easter and into the Pentecost season will seek to encourage us to live 
Slaves of a Better Freedom, to live as united with Christ in the likeness of his death and resurrection. 
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"Once it was the blessing, Now it is the Lord; 

Once it was the feeling, Now it is His Word. 

Once His gifts I wanted, Now the Giver own; 

Once I sought for healing, Now Himself alone. 
 

Once ’twas busy planning, Now ’tis trustful prayer; 

Once ’twas anxious caring, Now He has the care. 

Once ’twas what I wanted, Now what Jesus says; 

Once ’twas constant asking, Now ’tis ceaseless praise. 
 

Once it was my working, His it hence shall be; 

Once I tried to use Him, Now He uses me. 

Once the power I wanted, Now the Mighty One; 

Once for self I labored, Now for Him alone. 
 

Once I hoped in Jesus, Now I know He’s mine; 

Once my lamps were dying, Now they brightly shine. 

Once for death I waited, Now His coming hail; 

And my hopes are anchored, Safe within the veil." 

- an A.B. Simpson hymn 
 

Who among us was perfect when we first came to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

I know certainly not me… certainly not me.  
 

But how Jesus changes us from the inside out…! 

Not that any of us can stand up now and claim perfection (certainly not!), but when we truly walk with the Spirit we 

shall find ourselves being changed from the person we were into, as CS Lewis writes, a “little Christ.” 
 

A beloved hymn that we have sung in the Church for many years is the hymn “Just As I Am,” and how amazing is 

the grace of God that He welcomes us into His arms through the saving work of Jesus Christ no matter how broken 

we are! But should we look the same on our day of conversion as we do on the day we leave this world?  
 

Jesus bids us to come as we are, but not to stay as we are.  

His power and goodness is transformative. Through His Spirit we should find our desires beginning to change, our 

goals beginning to change, our consciences being shaped by His holy presence. We shall find ourselves becoming as 

we were always meant to be… and all for His glory!  

Take a moment… 

How have you changed since you have invited Jesus to take control? 

If the answer is “not much”, I implore You open Your hearts to Jesus’ Lordship.  

Ask God for His Holy Spirit’s power to work in you. Simply surrender… He is worth it. 
 

If you find yourself amazed at how much work He has done and is doing in you…  

Take a moment to thank Him.  
 

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” - Galatians 2:20 
 

- Matt 



 

                    

  May 2014 

 

 

 

 

Adventure Camp 2014 

July 7
th

 – 11
th

, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. daily 

Join us as we learn important Bible  

truths in super fun ways...water wars, 

slip and slide, fishing, games, and 

more!!! 
 

Registration forms can be found on the 

Garber website, 

www.connect2garber.com 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Contact Laura Wilkins,  

laurawikins02@gmail.com  

to sign up today! 

VBS 2014 

 
 

 
 

 

July 7th - 11th, 2014 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
 

Registration forms can be found on the 

Garber website,  

www.connect2garber.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Contact Laura Wilkins,  

laurawikins02@gmail.com to sign up today! 

Blessings Abound In Children’s Ministry 
 

I would like  to take a minute to share with each of you what I have had the privilege of being a 
part of over the last three years.  God has put his hands on Garber’s Children’s Ministry and 
blessed it in so many ways.  All of our programs in Children’s Ministry...Sunday School,       
Children’s Church, VBS, Adventure Camp, Wednesday Night  “Kids In Christ”...have grown in 
numbers.  We have had the opportunity to minister and share God’s love with so many          
children!  With the help of our  volunteers, we are able to provide our programs to the children, 
knowing that they are well cared for and have wonderful role models showing them what God’s 
love looks like in person.  We have continued our Girl’s Bible Study with 4th/5th grade girls and 
been able to show them how the Bible helps them deal with many of the life lessons they are 
encountering.  We have been able to support two sponsored children, Ronaldson in Haiti and 
Mariam in Kenya, through the offerings collected on Sunday mornings.  The blessings abound, 
and God continues to show up in all we do!   Through prayer, your support, and the laughter 
and smiles of our Garber children, I feel beyond blessed to be able to be a part of this         
wonderful ministry.  I LOVE my job, my church, our Garber children, and I am so thankful for 
those who support our programs through their time and prayers.  
 

I know God will continue to bless Garber’s Children’s Ministry, the children, and the volunteers.   
Come see what God is doing in the lives of our children! 
 

Thank you for this opportunity, for you support, and your prayers.  
 

Blessings to all, 
Laura  :) 

Join us this summer for 

GARBER CHILDREN’S 
MINSTRY  

 

PRESCHOOL 
SUMMER  

CAMP!!! 
 

June 24th—26th 

July 29th—31st 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
 

Each session will be three jam 
packed days of Bible stories, 
crafts, games, outside play, 

and snacks!!! 
 

Registration forms can be 
found on the Garber  

website, 
www.connect2garber.com.   
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Garber United  

Methodist Women 

Bake Sale – Sun., May 4th 
8:30 AM to 12 Noon 

 

We will be in the courtyard & atrium. 
Look for our catalog to order RADA 

Knives and cooking equipment -  
they make wonderful shower and 

wedding gifts 
 

Because of your generous support 
for our bake sales,  

UMW distributed $5,400 to  
missions in 2013!   

 

"In everything I showed you that 
by working hard in this manner 
you must help the weak and  

remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, that He Himself said,  

'It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.'"   Acts 20:35 


